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not being able to find jobs. And we’ve got 
to be working together to put the environ-
ment in place so they can find jobs. Like the 
Chairman, I am not satisfied with the eco-
nomic growth of the country. Like the Chair-
man, I am worried when people can’t find 
work. 

And we’ve been active in the past on eco-
nomic vitality. We will continue to be. One 
way Congress can help immediately, in terms 
of the job picture, is to pass a terrorism insur-
ance bill so that the hardhats can find work. 
People complain about the cost of a terrorism 
insurance bill. There is no cost if there’s no 
terrorist attack, and if there’s a terrorist at-
tack, a terrorism insurance bill will mitigate 
the damage of a terrorist attack. It makes 
eminent sense from a—to have a terrorism 
insurance bill. And I hope the Congress can 
get it done before they go home. 

Q. But what about the deficit though, in 
this context? 

The President. Well, we have a deficit be-
cause tax revenues are down. Make no mis-
take about it, the tax relief package that we 
passed—that should be permanent, by the 
way—has helped the economy and that the 
deficit would have been bigger without the 
tax relief package. 

The deficit is caused by the fact that reve-
nues have not come in. And there’s two 
things we can do about it: One, stimulate the 
economy to create more revenues; and two, 
hold down spending. And today we spent 
time here at the Cabinet talking about how 
we hold down spending. And we hope the 
Congress gets that message as well. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, leader 
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; and Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations 
November 13, 2002

President Bush. The Secretary-General 
and I are going to have some opening state-
ments, only statements. First, I do want to 

welcome the Secretary-General here. I’m 
grateful for your leadership at the United Na-
tions. A while ago, the United Nations Secu-
rity Council made a very strong statement 
that we, the world, expects Saddam Hussein 
to disarm for the sake of peace. And the U.N. 
stepped up to its responsibilities, and I want 
to thank you for that, Mr. Secretary-General. 
I appreciate your leadership. 

I’m looking forward to our discussion. Of 
course, I’ll remind the Secretary-General 
that our war against terror is a war against 
individuals whose hearts are full of hate. We 
do not fight a religion. As a matter of fact, 
by far the vast majority of American citizens 
respect the Islamic people and the Muslim 
faith. After all, there are millions of peaceful, 
loving Muslim Americans. 

Some of the comments that have been ut-
tered about Islam do not reflect the senti-
ments of my Government or the sentiments 
of most Americans. Islam, as practiced by the 
vast majority of people, is a peaceful religion, 
a religion that respects others. Ours is a 
country based upon tolerance, Mr. Secretary-
General, and we respect the faith, and we 
welcome people of all faiths in America. And 
we’re not going to let the war on terror or 
terrorists cause us to change our values. 

And so, Mr. Secretary-General, I’m hon-
ored that you’re here at the Oval Office. I’m 
proud to call you friend, and welcome. 

Secretary-General Annan. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. If I may comment 
on the last point you raised, I share your view 
entirely that every region and people of every 
faith have also been victims of terrorists. This 
is a scourge that affects all of us, regardless 
of region or religion. And we need to stand 
together to defeat terrorism. 

And this is where the work of the United 
Nations and effective implementation of this 
Resolution 1373 is absolutely crucial. We 
need to work to deprive terrorists of the op-
portunities by not giving them haven, by not 
giving them financial and logistical support. 
And I think the Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee of the Security Council is doing a 
good job in trying to make sure we all work 
together on that. 

With regards to the Iraq decision, I want 
to thank you, Mr. President, for working with 
the United Nations and the Council and 
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working through the Council. And I remem-
ber when you came to the U.N. on the 12th 
of September, nobody knew which way you 
were going to go. And in my own speech 
before yours, I was pleading that we go the 
multilateral route. And I think we were all 
relieved that we did—you did. 

And I would want to say that the Council 
decision, which was unanimous, sent a pow-
erful message that the entire international 
community would like to see the Security 
Council resolutions implemented. 

Today I received a letter from the Iraqi 
Government accepting the resolution, saying 
that they would work with the resolution. 
And Mr. Blix and his team will go back. We 
expect them to get there on the 18th and 
actively begin their work. This is a Chapter 
7 resolution, and it must be implemented. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:24 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
Secretary-General Annan referred to Hans Blix, 
Executive Chairman, United Nations Monitoring, 
Verification and Inspection Commission.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments for the 
Department of Justice and the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 
November 13, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests for FY 2003 budget amend-
ments for the Department of Justice and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. 

In total, these amendments would not af-
fect the budgetary resources proposed in my 
FY 2003 Budget. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. I 
concur with his comments and observations. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter.

Proclamation 7626—To Implement 
Modifications to the Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act and the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act 
November 13, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 3107 of the Trade Act of 2002 

(Public Law 107–210) amended the Carib-
bean Basin Economic Recovery Act (Title II 
of the Trade Act of 2000, Public Law 106–
200) (CBERA) to modify the type and quan-
tity of textile and apparel articles eligible for 
the preferential tariff treatment now ac-
corded to designated beneficiary Caribbean 
Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA) coun-
tries. 

2. Section 3108 of the Trade Act of 2002 
amended the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (Title I of the Trade Act of 2000, 
Public Law 106–200) (AGOA) to modify the 
type and quantity of textile and apparel arti-
cles eligible for the preferential tariff treat-
ment now accorded to designated beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African countries. 

3. In order to implement the tariff treat-
ment provided under sections 3107 and 3108 
of the Trade Act of 2002, it is necessary to 
modify the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of 
the United States (HTS). 

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 
(19 U.S.C. 2483) (1974 Trade Act) authorizes 
the President to embody in the HTS the sub-
stance of the relevant provisions of that Act, 
and of other acts affecting import treatment, 
and actions thereunder, including the re-
moval, modification, continuance, or imposi-
tion of any rate of duty or other import re-
striction. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including section 604 of the 1974 
Trade Act, do proclaim that: 


